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General Information 
 

 

 

Thanks to Rory for this concise account of Yemen. This is one of the ACTION FOR HUMANITY 
group’s briefings. We intend to publish similar briefings in the future on current refugee 
crises across the world,  
 
Roger (Lord Roberts of Llandudno). 
 
robertsr@parliament.uk -  lavenderm@parliament.uk 
http://actionforhumanity.org.uk 
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British Red Cross 

 

▪ Yemen is the world’s single largest humanitarian crisis. 

▪ More than 80 per cent of the population urgently need emergency aid. 

▪ Around 18 million people do not have enough nutritious food and more than half of the 

population live without clean water. 

▪ The worst cholera epidemic ever recorded is still active in Yemen. There have been over one 

million suspected cases and more than 2,250 deaths. 

▪ Extreme hunger, disease and conflict are killing or injuring an estimated 75 people every day. 

 

The United Nations 

 

In December, the U.N. asked for a record $4.2 billion for Yemen, the largest single country 

appeal ever launched. By any measure, the situation in Yemen is catastrophic. The United 

Nations calls it the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. 

The U.N. human rights office reports nearly 18,200 civilians have been killed and injured since 

the beginning of the civil conflict between the Yemeni government and Houthi rebels in March 

2015. It says airstrikes by the Saudi-led coalition are responsible for two-thirds of these 

casualties. 

 

The United Nations reports about 80 percent of the population, 24 million people, need 

humanitarian assistance and protection. Jens Laerke is Spokesman for the U.N. Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. He tells VOA the suffering of the civilian population has 

reached a scale not seen in living memory. 

 

BBC 

 

Why is there a war in Yemen? 

Yemen has been devastated by a conflict that escalated in early 2015, when the Houthis seized 

control of much of the west of the country and forced President Hadi to flee abroad. 

Alarmed by the rise of a group they saw as an Iranian proxy, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and seven 

other Arab states intervened in an attempt to restore the government. 

There has been widespread concern for the plight of thousands of civilians trapped in the 

rebel-held port of Hudaydah. 

At least 6,660 civilians have been killed and 10,560 injured in the fighting, according to the 

United Nations. Thousands more civilians have died from preventable causes, including 

malnutrition, disease and poor health. 



Action For Humanity Country Reports –  Yemen 

The World Health Organization warned in October that about 10,000 new suspected cases of 

cholera were now being reported every week. 

 

Oxfam UK 

 

Continuing conflict, airstrikes and restrictions on imports have left 14 million people facing 

famine in Yemen. 

Nearly half of all children aged between six months and five years are chronically malnourished. 

Oxfam has reached more than three million people with lifesaving essentials, like clean water 

and cash to buy food - but the military onslaught around the port city of Hudaydah is putting 

yet more children, women and men at risk. 

 

Key recent developments 

 

- 24 Oct 2018 – Half of population facing ‘pre-famine’ conditions 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-45964795)  

- 6 Dec 2018 – Milestone peace talks begin in Sweden 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-46462255)  

- 25 Feb 2019 – Theresa May pledges £200m to help victims of Yemen’s civil war 

(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/25/theresa-may-pledges-200m-to-help-

victims-of-yemens-civil-war) 
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